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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a method for recovering and purifying N-methyl-2- 
pyrrolidone through raising the pH of the N-metyI-2-pyrrolidone after used in synthesizing a 
polyarylene sulfide and easily and efficiently removing thiophenol, etc., left in the N-methyl-2- 
pyrrolidone as well. 

SOLUTION: This method for recovering and purifying N-methyl-2-pyrrolidone from the slurry of 
a polyarylene sulfide obtained by reaction between an alkali metal sulfide and a dihaloaromatic 
compound in an N-methyl-2-pyrrolidone solvent comprises adding 0.01-1.0 pt.wt. of an alkali 
metal hydroxide and/or alkali metal carbonate to 100 pts.wt. of the liquor predominant in the N- 
methyl-2-pyrrolidone after separating the polyarylene sulfide from the above slurry followed by 
distillation without any heat treatment of the system in advance. 
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